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we have worked so hard for until we know for
sure that our retirement will not compromise
the integrity of their lives and their ability to
raise their children as we have tried to raise
them?

Now, the young people here are going to
have a fascinating time. The Internet is already
growing by, you know, millions and millions of
new pages every week. It’s the fastest growing
communication mechanism in human history.
People are able to move around as never before,
and even if you can’t leave town now, you’ve
got people from all over the world right next
door.

We are learning things that we have never
imagined before. We are on the verge of not
only unlocking the mysteries of the human gene
but actually finding medical treatments to cure
or even prevent things from Alzheimer’s to ar-
thritis to all kinds of cancers. This is a stunning
time.

I went to the auto show in Detroit the other
day, and one thing I’m looking forward to—
I love this job, and I’m not looking forward
to 2 years from now being barred from being
President by the Constitution’s two-term limit.
But one thing I am looking forward to, now
that I’ve been to the Detroit auto show, is get-
ting back in those cars, because the cars of
the future are going to be environmentally
sound and hilariously fun to drive and safer.

This is going to be an interesting time for
you to live in. But we have to do our best
in this time to, first of all, make it safe, dealing
with the challenges of nuclear and chemical and
biological weapons, to give you the strongest
communities possible, to build one America
across our lines of diversity, and to think about
the future.

When I ran for President in 1992, before
I ever made the decision to run, a young man

who is now not quite so young, he’s a graduate
student, named Sean Landris was driving me
around Los Angeles. I was an anonymous, vir-
tually anonymous Governor of Arkansas. But
Sean Landris knew something about me and
the speeches I had made and the things I was
interested in, and he said, ‘‘Are you going to
run for President?’’ And I said, ‘‘Well, I haven’t
decided yet, but I might.’’ He said, ‘‘Well, if
you do, here’s what I think your theme song
ought to be.’’ And he had a little tape deck
in his car, and he put this tape deck in and
this old Fleetwood Mac song, ‘‘Don’t Stop
Thinking About Tomorrow,’’ which was made
before he was born. So we made it our theme
song.

And I believe that those of us in positions
of responsibility have no higher responsibility
than to think about your tomorrows. And when
you reach our age, you will want more and
more to think about the tomorrows of your chil-
dren and your grandchildren.

What I tried to say last night is, there’s never
been a time when we had brighter tomorrows.
All we have to do is act on our vision. Let’s
get to work.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Norristown Area High School. In
his remarks, he referred to Rev. Charles D. Wil-
liams, pastor, Mt. Zion AME Church, who gave
the invocation; Michael V. Woodall, super-
intendent, Norristown Area School District; Barry
E. Spencer, principal, and Melissa Ghoston, stu-
dent council president, Norristown Area High
School; Tommy Lasorda and Yogi Berra, members
of the Baseball Hall of Fame; and Mike Piazza,
catcher, New York Mets. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Vice President Al Gore.

Remarks to an Overflow Crowd in Norristown
January 20, 1999

Thank you very much. You know, I felt, even
when I thought there were just a couple of
hundred people here, I felt so badly for you
having to wait and wait and wait.

But let me tell you, you should know at least
it is a lot cooler in here than it is in there.
We have had a wonderful, wonderful time here.
We are very grateful to all of you for coming
out, for supporting your schools, supporting your
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communities, supporting your country, and we
thank you so much. And of course, just person-
ally, it’s meant a great deal to Al and Tipper
and to Hillary and me to see you here and
see you so enthusiastic about the future.

I want you to remember how you feel tonight,
and I want you to keep it with you all year
long. We’ve got a lot to do, and it’s going to
be good for America.

God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:58 p.m. in the
auditorium at the Norristown Area High School.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore and Representative Joseph M.
Hoeffel.

Remarks on the Initiative To Provide a Qualified Teacher in Every
Classroom
January 21, 1999

Well, Sergeant, I don’t think I need to say
anything else. [Laughter]

Let me thank all of you for coming today
and welcome you here. This is the 21st year
of a partnership in education that involves Hil-
lary and me and Secretary Riley. We all started
working together in 1979, and we’ve been at
it a good while now. Few things that I have
ever been a part of have given—sort of thrilled
me more than just listening to Arthur Moore
talk. And I’m sure all of you felt the same way.

I thank the Members of Congress who are
here and all the other distinguished guests. I
would like to recognize just three: first, we have
here the President of the Navajo Nation, Kelsey
Begaye; and Samuel Penney, the chairman of
the Nez Percé Tribal Executive Committee; and
Arthur Moore’s daughter, Andrea, is here, and
she must have been awful proud of her father
today, and I know he’s proud of her. So we
welcome all of them.

After the Soviet Union launched Sputnik in
October of 1957, President Eisenhower asked
the Congress to rise to the challenge of the
times and proposed a new Federal program to
help public school teachers improve their math
and science instruction. He understood that
teaching is an important part of our national
security. And I think, therefore, that President
Eisenhower—and General Eisenhower—would
have been very pleased to see Arthur Moore
as a soldier-turned-teacher.

Two days ago, in the State of the Union Ad-
dress, I asked Congress to rise to the demands
of this time, to pass an ‘‘Education Account-
ability Act’’ that would offer more investment,

demand more accountability, and not—as some
have implied—have the Federal Government try
to run more of our day-to-day activities in our
public schools but simply have the Federal Gov-
ernment respond to what the teachers of this
country and the principals and the educators
have been telling us, and invest in what works.
We now have an opportunity to do that. With
the strength of our economy and with the size
of our surplus, we have an opportunity. We also
have an obligation.

Research confirms what most of us know from
our own experience: What most determines
whether students learn is not family background
or even dollars spent per pupil but the talent,
the ability, and the dedication of their teachers.

Every adult in this room, I know, can recall
the names of teachers who deeply affected our
own lives and helped us to get where we are
today. I was thinking this morning about my
high school band teacher. And you say, you
wouldn’t think that the band teacher would have
a lot to do with a person becoming President,
but he instilled not only in me a love of music
but also a reminder that I could never manifest
that love unless I worked like crazy, that I had
to learn to work in a team. I couldn’t play too
loud just because I liked the part. [Laughter]
And because we ran the statewide music festival
every year, he taught me how to organize and
how to manage people and time, all kinds of
things that teachers teach children that stay with
them for a lifetime.

There are an awful lot of teachers like that
in America. But we have to face the fact that
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